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DISSERTATION 


CONCERNING 


H  E  Impreflion  of  the  fir  ft  Part  of 
the  Differtation  concerning  Mifle- 
toe  having  been  kindly  received, 
and  fold  off,  and  Mr.  Churchill  de- 
figning  another  Edition,  I  have 
thought  fit  to  add  fome  farther  Obfervations , 
and  likewife  to  be  more  particular  in  my  Di- 
6|refl:ions  for  the  Ufe  of  this  amazing  Remedy, 
fome  People  having  complained  of  my  being 
:defeftive  in  that  matter. 

Now  fince  I  had  nothing  but  the  common 
Good  in  my  view,  in  the  publifhing  my  Obfer¬ 
vations  of  the  Qualities  of  this  extraordinary 
uPlant,  I  fhall  endeavour  to  make  every  thing  as 
tilplain  as  I  am  able.  And  fince  the  Poof  are 

D  z  thofe 


.  (4  ') 

thofe  whom  I  chiefly  aim  at  ferving,  what  i 
farther  to  be  added,  I  have  thought  fit -to  do  b 
itfelf,  that  thofe  who  have  the  firft,  may  bu 
this  apart. 

It  has  been  no  fmall  Grief  to  me,  to  obferv< 
that  when  a  Fever  has  reigned  within  the  L 
mits  of  London  to  a  greater  degree  than  ever 
have  known  it  ;  when  the  Bills  of  Mortalit 
have  been  at  the  high  ell,  the  Article  of  Cot 
vullioiis  has  been  double  to  that  of  the  Fever. 

It  is  not  improbable,  but  that  many  of  tho 
Convulfions  were  the  Confequences  of  the  F 
ver.  Now,  fuppofing  that  true,  I  have  font 
times  obferv’d ,  that  Mifletoe  being  brought 
as  an  Aid,  and  given  in  -large  Quantities,  w 
prevent  the  Fatality  of  even  thofe  Convulfions 

The  far  greateft  number  of  Sick,  not  only 
the  Country,  but  even  in  London  itfelf,  are  cor 
mitted  to  the  Care  of  the  molt  ignorant  Prete: 
ders:  now  even  thefe  People  would  mo  ft  ce 
tainly  be  glad  to  recover  their  Patients,  fi 
thereby  they  would  eftablifh  a  Reputation,  a 
fecure  a  Livelihood  :  For  the  meaneft  of  the 
Intruders  Mifletoe  is  a  proper  Remedy  5  it  coi 
.  little ,  will  do  no  hurt ,  and ,  as  even  they  a 
here  inflrufted  in  the  Ufe  of  it ,  will  do  era 
nent  Good,  and  gain  them  Fame.  If  it  fails 
Succefs,  fince  their  Patients  are  lure  not  to 
Sufferers  by  it,  they  can  receive  little  Damage 
I  have  met  with  three  or  four  in  the  comp 
of  this  Year  that  Mifletoe  has  not  had  the  defii 
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in  effefl:  upon  .$  one  of  which  was  a  young  Gentle^ 
*•:  man  whole  Fits  attack’d  him  only  in  his  fleepj 
d  (he  formerly  had  had  them  when  he  was  a- 
19  wake.)  The  Fits  that  attack  People  in  their 
if  bleep  ,  I  have  always  found  moft  difficult  to  be 
If  overcome,  as  alfo  to  be  accounted  for :  however, 

II  I  am  in  my  own  Mind  fatisfy’d,  that  by  a  long- 
).*:  continu’dcufe  of  this  Medicine,  or  by  taking  it 
ft  in  a  different  form  from  what  he  did,  he  is  Hill 
|  to  be  made  well. 

1  •  The  reafon  for  this  my  Opinion  is,  that  the 
I  Texture  of  his  Brain  and  Nerves  is  not  yet  fo 
si  far  broken,  but  that  they  ftill  feem  capable  of 
i|  .being  repaired. 

[I  Another  of  which  was  a  poor  Youth  of  fif- 
|  teen,  who  had  had  the  Dsftemper  from  his  Cra- 
!  die  3  and  tho’  he  had  his  Medicines  for  nothing, 
f!  yet  he  wanted  Clothes  to  fecure  him  again  if 
t|  :Cold,  and  I  doubt  the  common  Neceffaries  at 
home. 

His  Fits  were  frequently  flav’d  off  for  whole 
Moons,  which  had  never  been  known  before 3 
but  upon  return  of  cold.  Weather,  for  want  of 
I  being  well  cloth’d,  and  other  Accidents ,  the 
;  Fits  would  return  again ,  and  fo  I  fuppofe  con¬ 
tinue  to  do :  the  Carelefnefs  of  the  Parents  ha¬ 
ving  difeourag’d  me  from  doing  any  thing  more 
for  him. 

A  third  was  a  young  Gentleman,  who  had 
only  a  Fit  or  two  a  Month  3  and  in  his  Fits 
there  was  fomethin’g  peculiar  3  but  was  not  made 
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well  in  three  or  four  Months :  fo  I  left  off  vi¬ 
siting  him,  there  feeming  a  fort  of  uneafinels, 
that  he  was  not  free  from  his  Fits  in  that  time., 

The  fourth  was  a  young  Woman  about  twen¬ 
ty-three,  whofe  good  Mother  had  fpent  her 
whole  Sub ftance  in  feven  Years  attempts  to  make 
her  well.  In  the  four  Months  I  have  had 
her  under  my  Care,  there  has  been  feveral 
times  an  appearance  as  if  fhe  would  be 
made  well :  but  diilrefs  of  Mind  from  her  mife- 
rable  reduced  Circumftances ,  having  before  li¬ 
ved  well,  has,  I  believe,  eluded  the  force  of  the 
Medicine  j  tho’  I  am  ftill  in  hopes  to  recover 
her,  not  with  handing  her  Cafe  is  moft  piiferable. 

But  thefe  four  Jnflances ,  where  Succefs  has 
been  wanting,  are  nothing  in  comparifon  of  the 
great  numbers  that  have  been  made  well. 

I  have  lately  come  to  the  knowledge,  that 
Mifletoe  will,  with  very  little  trouble,  yield  its 
Tincture  in  Spirit  of  Wine.  But,  not  to  arro¬ 
gate  to  myfelf  what  is  not  my  due,  I  fhall  here  de¬ 
clare  the  way  how  I  came  to  the  knowledge  of 
it,  which  is  as  follows. 

Mr.  Small  the  Surgeon,  being  in  the  Shop  of 
Mr.  Riddle  an  Apothecary  in  Filler  s-Street^  York- 
• Buildings ,  as  they  were  talking  about  the  won¬ 
derful  Effects  of  Mifletoe,  Mr.  Small  fud,  That 
it  was  great  pity  that  the  Powder  was  disagree¬ 
able  to  fome  very  nice  Stomachs,  as  indeed  I 
have  fometimes  found  it  to  be  >  he  therefore  de¬ 
fied  the  other  to  try  whether  it  would  not  yield 
a  Tincture  in  highly  redtiry’d  Spirit  of  Wine, 
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§  pas  .the  Jefuits  Bark  and  Virginian  Shake-Root 
Jiiclid :  If  fo,  he  did  not  fee  why  it  might  not  be 
J i  more  efficacious  than  the  Powder,  as  the  Tinctu- 
2-res  of  the  other  two  were, 
j;  Mr.  Riddle  immediately  fet  about  it,  and  in  a 
quarter  of  the  time  that  either  of  the  others 
r  would  emit  Tincture,  it  afforded  a  rich  and 
ii  noble  one  :  fo  he  immediately  brought  meaBot- 
tie  of  it  5  with  which  I  was  highly  delight- 
,  |jj  ed. 

Several  of  theChymical  Writers  have  recom- 
amended  the  Spirit  of  Mifletoe  as  an  excellent 
.  ||  Menftruum  to  extraft  aTinfture  from  Red  Co- 
,|ral.  Now  it  being  lifual  for  too  many  of  thofe 
.j.  Authors  to  publiffi  things  upon  trull,  or  the 
i^bare  Whimfies  of  their  own  Brains,  I  refolv’d 
js  to  try  this  Affair  myfelf,  and  not  trull  it  to  any 
|i  one  elfe. 

,  .  I  filled  a  glafs  Retort  as  full  of  Mifletoe  as  it 
ijjj  would  contain,  by  cramming  of  it  in.  I  then 
u  put  the  Retort  into  a  Sand  Furnace.  For  twen* 
ty-four  Hours  I  made  fuch  a  Fire  as  would  heat 
the  Sand  well,  but  not  make  it  red  hot :  in  this 

!time,  little  or  nothing  at  all  came  over  into  the 
Receiver.  It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  the  Mifle- 
toe  was  perfe&ly  well  dry’d,  fo  that  all  its  aque¬ 
ous  Humidity  was  gone.  Afterwards  I  aug- 
n  mented  the  Fire,  fo  as  to  make  the  Sand  red 
\  111  hot  j  and  from  about  eight  Ounces  of  Mifletoe, 
ill  ;I  had  near  two  Ounces  of  acid  Spirit,  much  a- 
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tout  the  fame  Strength,  and  not  much  differing 
in  tails  from  the  common  Spirit  of  Vinegar. 

What  this  acid  Spirit  will  do  as  a  Medicine  I 
have  not  yet  tried,  but  may  do  it  hereafter. 
This  Spirit  I  poured  upon  two  Drams  of  red 
Coral  finely  powder’d  :  it  immediately  fell  to 
work  upon  tho  Coral,  as  any  other  acid  Spirit 
of  the  fame  Strength  would  do.  I  let  it  hand): 
fo  for  fome  time,  without  the  affi fiance  of  any: 
external  Heat.  I  afterwards  put  it  into  the: 
Sand-Furnace,  where  I  kept  it  about  forty 
eight  Hours,  in'  a  pretty  flrong  Heat,  in  a  Bolt- 
Head  with  a  very  long  Neck,  that  nothing; 
might  evaporate.  It  had  in  that  time  diffolvedi 
a  good  Part  of  the  Coral,  as  other  acid  Spirits! 
of  the  fame  Strength  would  do  >  but  extracted! 
nothing  out  of  the  Coral,  that  might  be  called! 
a  TinCtare. 

From  the  niceft  Gbfervations  I  have  been  hi-* 
therto  able  to  make,  the  principal  Life  and  E- 
nergy  of  Mhletoe  con  fills  in  its  Rezin,  as  doesi 
that  of  the  Peruvian  Bark,  and  Virgimm 'Shake- 
Root  j  and  therefore  by  the  means  of  highly 
reCtify’d  Spirit  of  Wine,  a  TinCture  may  be  ex¬ 
tracted  from  it  that  contains  all  or  the  greatefh 
part  of  its  Virtues. 

I  am  lure  that  the- TinCture  of  the  Peruvian 
Bark,  from  many  Years  Experience,  will  cure 
an  inveterate  Quartan  Ague,  better  and  more 
effectually  than  the  Powder  will  do.  Now 
when  the  TinCture  is  extracted  from  the  Bark, 
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What  remains  is  no  better  than  Saw- Duff,  which 
ican  never  be  digelfed  by  a  human  Stomach,  and 
may  lodge  there,  and  in  the  Plies  of  the  Guts, 
sand  do  much  mifehief :  But  with  the  Powder 
iof 'Mifletoe  it  is  not  fo,  it  being  of  a  more  lax 
sand  mucilaginous  nature,  and  therefore  can  lodge 
jno  where  to  do  hurt. 

But  it’s  not  improbable  that  that  Mucilage 
Iwhich  is  in  the  Powder,  and  hinders  it  from  do- 
ling  hurt,  may  fo  invelop'e  the  refinous  aebive 
Part  of  it,  as  fometimes  to  hinder  its  doing  that 
)Good,  which  it  will  do  alone,  when  diffolved 
in  Spirit  of  Wine. 

Obferve,  that  Spirit  of  Wine  highly  redtify’d, 

(twill  no  more  touch  the  mucilaginous  Part  of  the 
Mifletoe,  than  it  will  the  Saw-duff  Part  of  the 
Peruvian  Bark. 

r  I  am  now  fully  convinced,  that  Mifletoe  is 
riLlmoff,  if  not  altogether,  as  certain  a  Specified: 
jin  the  Cure  of  Epilepfies,  and  other  convulfive 
IDiffempers,  as  the  Bark  is  in  curing  Intermit- 
;  ling  Fevers  *  and  fo,  thanks  to  Providence,  we 
pave  another  Specifick. 

I  In  old  and  obffinate  Quartan  Agues,  the  Bark 
vill  not  overcome  them  without  Difficulty,  and 
ijuength  of  time  5  and  fometimes  not  at 'all,  with- 
l  »ut  the  Affiftance  of  the  Salt  of  Steel,  and  fome 

Ifther  Helps  :  and  after  all,  upon  any  Irregula¬ 
rity,  or  taking  Cold,  the  Ague  will  return  with 
ss  great  Violence  as  ever. 

E  So 

|v:' 
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I  jfhall  here  give  an  account  of  a  couple  ojP 
Cafes  which  have  fallen  in  my  way,  flnce  the 
publifhing-  of  the  Firft  Part  of  this  Dijjertationr 
and  very  extraordinary  ones  they  are. 

4  About  the  middle  of  December^  a  very  wor- 
4  thy  Man  in  the  City  brought  his  Son  to  me'ji 
4  an  only  Child,  of  about -eight  Years  of  A. uev 
About  a  Year  and  a  half  before,  he  had  the 
4  Confluent  Small-Pox  :  Soon  after  the  Sjnail- 
48  Pox  was  over,  he  was  attack’d  with  Epilep- 
4  tick  Fits.  The  Father  immediately  had  re- 
4  courfe  to  a  Phyfician  of  Eminence  j  he  not 
4  fucceeding,  he  applied  to  another  £  and  fo  to 
4  a  third :  but  whatever  was  done  had  no  effect, 

4  for  he  every  day  grew  worfe  and  worfe  *  fo 
4  that  at  laft  his  Parents  determin’d  to  give  him 
4  no  more  Medicines,  defpairing  of  a  Cure. 

4  Notwithfianding  which,  upon  the  Father’sli 
4  reading  the  DiJjertation  upon  Mijletoe ,  he  aFn 
4  ter’d  his  Mind,  and  immediately  brought  the:' 
4  Child  to  me.  ~ 

It  was  as  melancholy  a  Spe&acle  as  could  be 
beheld.  From  being  a  Child  of  lively  Temper,, 
and  quick  Underftanding,  he  was  become  ftupid. 
When  he  had  no  Fit  upon  him,  his  Mufcles 
were  always  in  Motion.  If  he  were  fitting,  he 
would  dart  himfelf  out  of  his  Chair,  like  an  Ar¬ 
row  out  of  a  Bow,  hitting  his  Head  againft  the 
Wall,  or  any  thing  elfe  that  was  before  him,  fc 
that  they  were  forced  to  have  one  always  with 
him,  for  fear  he  fhould  dalh  out  his  Brains,  oi 
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part  himfelf  into  the  Fire,  and  deftroy  himfelf 

!;!that  way. 

I  prefcrib’d  for  him  as  follows : 

c  Take  of  the  Powder  of  Mifietoe,  dried  in 
c  the  manner  before  directed,  an  Ounce 5  AfTa 
1  Foetida,  a  Dram;  Syrup  of  Pionies ,  a  fu£» 
cr  ficient  Quantity  to  make  an  Ele&uary/ 

Of  this  I  order’d  him  to  take  the  Quantity  of 
(a  Nutmeg,  firft  in  the  Morning,  at  five  in  the 
(Afternoon,  and  laft  at  Night,  and  to  drink  af- 
iter  each  Dofe  a  Draught  of  the  following  In- 
ifufion.  *  -  :  -■  1  *' 

c  Take  of  the  whole  Plant,  Leaves,  Berries, 
;c  fmall  Twigs  and  large  ones,  grofsly  bruis’d  in 
c  a  Mortar,  four  Ounces ;  of  the  Flowers  o( 
c  red  Pionies ,  one  Handful  3  boiling  Water,  a 
r  full  Quart  :  Infufe  in  a  Pot  clofe  iropt  by  the 

Fire-fide,  for  two  Hours  ;  then  ftrain  out, 
jjr  and  fweeten  with  two  Ounces  of  Syrup  of 
1  *  Pionies.’ 

r  For  a  Month,  or  fome  thing  more,  he  found 
[little  or  no  Benefit ;  nay  fometimes  the  Fits 
would  be  more  frequent  and  violent  than  they 
had  been  before  :  however  this  did  not  difcou- 
i.  rage  the  honed  Parents,  but  on  they  proceeded, 
and  had  their  Wifhcs  and  Expeditions  effectu¬ 
ally  anfwer’d.  When  he  began  to  mend,  he 
fenfibly  grew  better  every  day,  and  by  the  end 
of  March  was  perfectly  recover’d,  as  brisk  in  his 
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Temper,  and  as  quick  in  his  Underfendihg,  as 
any  Child,  I  think,  I  ever  faw  in  my  Life. 

For  Security  fake,  I  defin’d  that  he  might 
take  the  Medicines  Night  and  Morning  for  two; 
or  three  Months  longer,  which  was  readily  com- 
ply’d  with  5  and  he  has  never  had  a  Fit  iince. 

Mifletoe  generally  keeps  the  Body  open  >  but 
when  it  does  not  do  it,  it  is  necefiary  once  in 
three  or  four  Days  to  give  fome  very  gentle  le¬ 
nitive  Medicines  j  but  never  any  ftrong  Purge,,, 
which  always  does  mifehief  in  Epileptical  Cafes. 

.  It  always  kept  this  Child  regularly  open,  fa 
he  had  never  any  thing  given  him,  from  begin¬ 
ning  to  end,  but  what  is  here  mentioned. 

"  I  own,  that  when  I  firft  faw  this  Child,  I 
did  apprehend  his  Cafe  to  be  fo  very  defperate,, 
that  I  did  not  think  it  poffible  for  him  ever  to 
be  made  perfedtly  well  5  but  thro’  God’s  Mer¬ 
cy,  I  was  deceived. 

On  the  twenty  feventh  Day  of  December ,  11 
was  fent  for  to  a  moft  beautiful  young  Lady  of 
about  eleven  Years  of  ifge,  whole  Circumftancesi 
were  rnoif  deplorable.  She  had  the  St.  Fit  is' & 
Dance  in  as  extreme  a  manner,  as  perhaps  ever 
any  one  had  :  I  had  never  feen  any  thing  before 
like  it. 

HerUnderftanding  was  greatly  impair’d  3  fuchi 
a  Faultring  in  her  Speech,  that  fhe  could  fcarce 
fpeak  a  AVord,  io  as  to  be  underifood.  All  the 
Mufcles  of  her  Body  were  continually  convulfed,r 
both  in  Bed  and  up.  She  could  neither  Hand,,. 

nor 
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iTior  ufe  her  Hands  fo  much  as  to  feed  herfelf. 
|Por  three  or  four  Nights  in  the  Week  Hie  would 
Miever  fleep  at  all,  but  pafs  the  whole  Nights  in 
nthe  moil  hideous  Shrieks  and  Lamentations. 

She  was  attack’d  about  three  Years  before 
jwith  flight  Epileptical  Fits  *  upon  which  her 
•tender  Mother  fent  for  as  able  and  honeil  a  Phy-  * 
jfieian  as  any  of  the  Faculty.  lamfure  he  treat- 
led  her  with  the  utmoft  Compaffion  and  Care  5 

I  however  all  his  Attempts  proved  ineffectual,  for 
want  of  being  throughly  acquainted  with  this 
glorious  Speciiick.  The  Difeafe  got  ground  of 
ihim,  till  it  arriv’d  to  the  Height  before-mentb* 
^on’d,  in  fpight  of  all  he  could  do. 

When  I  was  called  in,  J  earned:!  y  prefs’d  that 
rthe  former  Phyfician  might  be  continu’d,  but 
r  that  was  refus’d  5  fo  I  went  on  in  the  following 
»  manner. 

I  fhall  recite  the  whole  in  Englijh ,  that  the 
cmeandf  Capacity  may  comprehend  it. 

It  is  to  be  obferved  in  this  young  Lady,  that 
|  in  lefs  than  a  Week  there  were  manifeft  Signs  of 
>;  her  growing  better. 

December  27.  1718.  I  order’d  as  follows : 
c  Powder  of  Mifletoe,  a  Scruple  5  Syrup  of 
c  Pionies,  a  fufficient  Quantity  to  make  a  Bo- 
4  lus ,  to  be  taken  every  Six  Hours  *  drinking 
*  after  each  fix  or  feven  Spoonfuls  of  the  fol- 
c  lowing  Infufion: 

c  The  whole  Mifletoe,  bruifed  as  is  before 
6  directed,  three  Ounces  j  Piony-Flo  wers  5  half 
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c  a  Handful  3  Boiling- Water  ,  twenty  Ounces  : 
4  Infufe  in  a  Pot  clofe  dopt,  by  the  Fire- fide, 
6  for  an  Hour  3  then  drain  out.  To  the  drain’d 
6  Liquor  add  Compound  Piony-  Water,  and  Sy~ 
f  rup  of  Pionies,  of  each  an  Ounce. 

'  Twenty  Ninth,  I  order’d  the  following: 
Purge  3  and  as  foon  as  that  had  done  working,, 
to  proceed  in  the  Ufe  of  the  Bolus  and  Infufion., 
And  for  an  Aid,  to  give  her  the  mod  fpeedy 
Relief  poflible  under  her  miferable  Circum- 
dances,  I  directed  Plaiders  for  her  Feet,  which 
I  have  frequently  known  to  be  of  great  ufe  in 
Diforders  of  the  Head  and  Nerves. 

The  Purging  Infufion. 

c  Take  of  the  Dicodfcum  Sermae  Gereonis, 
c  two  Ounces  3  Manna,  half  an  Ounce  3  Com- 
4  pound  Piony- Water,  two  Drams  ;  mix  and 
6  make  a  Potion,  to  be  given  early  in  the  Morn* 
4  ing. 

c  Strain’d  Galbanum ,  three  Drams  3  Powder 
c  of  Nutmeg,  one  Dram  :  mix  them  together, 
c  and  fpread  upon  Leather,  to  be  applied  to  the 
*  Soles  of  the  Feet.’ 

December  the  lad,  I  order’d  the  Purging  Po¬ 
tion  to!  be  repeated,  and  that  fhe  fhouid  go  on 
with  the  Bolus  and  Infufion  :  The  Didrefs  in 
the  Night  continued,  but  the  Convulfions  in 
her  Nerves  abated  3  fo  I  order’d  that  during  the 
Time  of  thofe  Paroxifms,  fhe  fhouid  frequently 
take  a  Spoonful  of  the  following  Mixture  3  and 
that  a  Plaider  of  drain’d  Galbanum  fhouid  be 

applied 
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:  applied  to  her  Navel  >  and  that  thePlaifters  to 
•her  Feet  ihould  be  renewed. 

:  c  Afla  Foetida,  two  Scruples  $  Rue  and  Pen- 
[ f  nyroyal  Water,  of  each  four  Ounces >  Com¬ 
pound  Piony- Water,  an  Ounce  $  Compound 
Spirit  of  Lavender,  a  Dram  y  fine  Sugar,  half 
an  Ounce :  mix  them  well  together  in  a  Mor¬ 
tar.’ 

'  January  the  third,  fhe  was  much  better  every 
way>  I  then  order’d  three  Grains  of  Afla  Foe* 
tida,  and  one  Drop  of  Oil  of  Rofemary  to  be 
added  to  each  Bolus.’ 

In  this  Method  file  continued  to  the  end  of 
January ,  fenfibly  mending  every  Day  3  I  then 
order’d  that  file  fliould  take  the  Bolus  and  In* 
Fufion  but  three  times  a  Day,  which  file  con¬ 
tinued  to  do  till  the  end  of  February , 

By  that  time  fhe  was  as  well  as  ever  file  was 
in  her  whole  Life^  file  could  walk  and  Ipeak 
perfectly  well  *  file  could  not  only  feed  herfelf  , 
out  few  for  her  Diverfion. 

For  Security  fake,  I  order’d  the  continuance 
of  the  Bolus  and  Infufion,  Night  and  Morning, 
till  the  End  of  April,  which  was  readily  complied 
with. 

She  continues  perfe&ly  well,  without  the 
eafl:  Appearance,  that  ever  fhe  had  fo  long  la- 
our’d  under  fuch  a  terrible  Illnefs. 

I  was  in  March  lafi:  called  to  a  Gentleman, 
who  was  in  as  diftrefled  a  Condition  as  a  human 
cCreature  could  poflibly  be,  labouring  under  a 
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plication  of  Diftempers ,  one  of  which  was  :  : 
Convulfive  Afthma,  which  was  fo  grievous  tc 
him,  that  he  told  me  he  had  not  been  able  t< 
keep  his  Bed  for  a  whole  Night  together  ,  o 
three  Months  y  and  fometimes  for  feveral  Night 
together,  not  to  be  able  to  lie  down  in  his  Be< 
at  all,  but  to  fit  up  with  Windows  open  upo: 
him. 

I  fhall  not  trouble  you  with  his  other  Circum  i 
fiances,  which  were  very  grievous  (from  a' 
which  he  is  very  well  got  over)  but  only  giv  : 
an  account  what  Mifletoe  did  in  the  Cure  of  hi 
Afthma.  I 

I  order’d  him  to  drink  a  large  Draught  of  thi 
following  Emulfion  every  Night  before  he  wen 
to  Bed,  and  at  times  to  drink  the  whole  BottI 
before  he  rofe,  if  Sleep  did  not  prevent  it. 

Helmont ,  I  remember,  calls  the  convulfiv 
Afthma  Caducus  Pulmonum ,  which  coming  int: 
my  Mind,  occafion’d  my  giving  him  this  Me 
dicine. 

4  I  order’d  four  Ounces  of  bruis’d  Mifletoe  t 
4  be  infus’d  in  a  Quart  of  boy  ling  Water  fc 
4  an  Hour,  then  to  be  ftrain’d  out,  when  per 
4  feftly  cold  to  add  half  a  Pint  of  Lisbon  White 
4  wine  j  afterwards,  with  two  Ounces  of  blancf 
4  Almonds  to  make  an  Emulfion,  and  to  t 
4  fweetned  with  a  fufficient  quantity  of  fir 
4  Sugar.’ 

To  the  beft  of  my  remembrance  he  never  ha 
one  Fit  of  the  Afthma  afterwards. 

Bu 
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But  obferve  what  a  quantity  of  Mifletoe  He 
Ocook  every  Night.,  even  as  much  as  could  be 
feot  out  of  four  Ounces  by  Infufion  in  Water, 
til  Tho’  I  have  obferv’d  before,  that  now  it 
Evidently  appears  to  me,  that  the  mo  ft  adtive 
Part  of  the  Mifletoe  confifts  in  its  Refin, 
which  is  only  to  be  extracted  with  Spirit 
iof  Wine  -y  yet  it  not  being  fo  rugged  a 
Jharfli  Body  as  the  Bark  is,  the  Refin  being  in- 
ffiivelop’d  in  a  flimy  Mucilage,  it  will,  by  being 
ilj infus’d  in  Water,  part  with  fome  proportion  of 
fits  Refin ,  which  the  Bark  will  not  5  and,  for 
ought  I  know,  its  Mucilage  may  be  of  great 
Ufe  in  many  Cafes,  efpecially  in  young  Children, 
I  to  obtund  the  Acrimony  of  the  Bile,  which  is 
I  apt  to  gripe  them ,  and  fo  the  Powder  may  be 
better  for  them,  than  given  any  other  way  : 

'  But  this  muft  be  left  to  Time  and  further  Ex- 
i  perience. 

What  I  have  hitherto  done,  till  very  lately, 
is  has  been  by  the  means  of  the  Powder  and  Inf u- 
•.  fion,  and  great  things  they  are.  If  by  the  ufe 
of  theTinfture  I  fliall  be  enabled  to  make  a  far¬ 
ther  Progrefs ,  the  W orld  may  expedf  to  be  in¬ 
form’d  of  it  in  due  time.  It’s  but  a  few  Weeks 
that  I  have  been  Mafter  of  the  Tin&urc,  but  I 
already  fee  that  great  things  may  be  expected 
from  it.  '•  ’  u 

What  T  have  obferv’d,  as  to  the  Quantities 
a  the  Gentleman  beforemention’d  took  every 
Night,  brings  to  my  Mind  what  I  often  thought 
of,  which  is,  that  I  believe  many  noble  Medi- 
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clnes  are  laid  afide  as  ufelefs,  for  want  of  having 
been  given  in  due  Quantities. 

In  recent  Epilepfies,  and  ordinary  Convulfi- 
ons,  which  areDifeafes  that  were  formerly  wont 
to  give  me  great  Uneafinefs,  efpecially  the  Epi- 
leptical  ones  $  being  confcious  to  my  felf,  from 
the  moft  careful  Obfervation,  that  there  was  lit¬ 
tle  Profpedt  of  getting  the  Maftery  of  them  :  I 
now  look  upon  them  as  little  more  formidable 
than  a  Quartan  Ague  $  tho’  in  their  outward 
Appearance  and  real  Nature  much  more  terrible. 

The  Cafes  juft  now  recited  are  fufficient  to 
demonftrate  to  the  World,  that  common  Mille-  i 
toe  is  a  great  Medicine,  and  highly  to  be  e  (teem’d. 
As  for  Mifletoe  of  the  Oak,  I  have  never  yet 
feen  any. 

Thofe  of  the  Antients,  that  were  Men  of  Vir¬ 
tue  and  Compaffion,  whenever  they  had  any. 
thing  to  communicate  to  the  World  that  might 
be  of  publick  Advantage,  always  did  it  in  the 
known  and  common  Language  :  And  as  I  de~ 
fign  this  for  the  common  Good,  were  I  able  ta 
write  Latin  in  as  elegant  a  Stile  as  Cicero  did, 
that  fhould  not  induce  me  to  fend  it  abroad  in 
any  other  way,  than  in  the  homely  manner  in 
Wnich  it  is  done. 

I  have  turned  over  many  Books,  fince  I 
publiih’d  the  firffc  part  of  this  DiJJertation ,  tc 
fee  whether  I  could  procure  any  farther  light 
into  the  natural  Hiflory  of  this  wonderful  Plant, 
but  at  preient  fee  no  Caufe  to  retract  what  1 
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ihave  there  advanced,  nor  indeed  to  add  any 
j  thing,  or  very  little. 

Johannes  Bauhinus  has  treated  more  copioufly 
:of  it  ?  than  any  of  the  Moderns  I  have  read. 

*  \Scaliger ,  in  his  way,  has  treated  it  very  fubtlely,  but 
'  I  think  advances  nothing  but  Paradoxes.  To  be 

•  ifhort,  there  is  no  one  that  takes  notice  of  it,  ex¬ 
cept  Cardan ,  but  thinks  there  is  fomething  very 

H extraordinary  in  it  5  yet  the  Druids  alone,  tho’ 
4  they  did  not  explain  themlelves,  feem  to  be  the 
le |  only  Perfons  who  underflood  its  real  Worth. 

In  other  Trees  that  are  propagated,  either  by 
Grafting  or  Inoculating,  the  Grafts  or  Buds 
1 1  feem  to  become  of  the  very  fame  Sub  fiance  with 
:  the  Stock  into  which  they  are  inferted.  But 
with  Mifletoe  it’s  quite  otherwife,  as  appears 
I  plainly  to  the  naked  Eye ,  which  I  can  fhew  to 
f  any  one. 

I  have  it  from  Dr.  Willis ,  that  it  was  the  ear- 
1:  nefl  Wifh  of  the  great  Crato ,  that  a  Specifick 

IE-  for  the  Cure  of  the  Epilepfy  might  be  dilcover’d 
before  he  died. 

I  do  verily  and  indeed  think,  from  the  Tryals 
I  have  made  in  a  Multitude  of  Cafes,  befides 
thofe  publifh’d,  that  Mifletoe  is  in  reality  a  Spe- 
cifick  for  the  Cure  of  Epilepfies  and  convulflve 
I  Difeafes. 

Why  it  fhould  be  fo ,  I  can  as  eafily  account 
for,  from  the  Hypothecs  of  Dr.  Willis ,  as  from 
i  I  that  of  Marcus  Marci . 
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Whilft  I  was  writing  this ,  I  was  called  to  a. 
Gentleman  in  a  Fever,  that  they  faid  was  dying,,,  a 
and  indeed  he  appear’d  fo  to  be  3  he  had  a  tremb-  ^ 
ling  Puifc ,  clammy  cold  Sweats,  with  a  Con-  c 
vulfion  of  the  Tendons,  and  a  Faultring  in  his 
Speech ,  that  he  was  fcarce  able  to  exprefs  him—  I 
felf  fo  as  to  be  underftood.  I  gave  him  the  Mi¬ 
fletoe  in  Powder,  mix’d  with  Cochineal  and  the  1 
Tincture  in  a  Julep,  both  in  large  Quantities.  * 
This  was  late  at  night,  and  next  Morning  he 
was  recover’d  to  my  Amazement.  I  verily  be-  ' 
lieve  the  Patient  would  have  died  that  Night,  * 
had  it  not  been  for  the  Mifletoe  3  not  to  dis¬ 
parage  Cochineal,  which  is  a  Medicine  highly 
to  be  valued ,  and  beyond  all  others  that  I  ever 
faw,  in  Fevers  of  all  forts.  But  of  this  perhaps 
another  time. 

I  defire  for  the  future,  that  the  Bark  of  the: 
large  Stalks,  may  be  dried  and  powder’d  with 
the  Leaves,  Berries,  and  fmall  Twigs,  as  being 
equal  to,  if  not  fuperior  in  Virtue  to  either  of 
them  3  but  all  together  are  beft. 

What  there  is  particular  in  the  woody  part,,, 

I  cannot  at  prefent  tell ,  but  have  hitherto  or¬ 
der’d  it  to  be  bruifed  promifcuoufiy  with  the: 
reft  for  Infufions. 

I  have  not  yet  dar’d  to  rob  the  Mifletoe  of 
but  few  of  its  Berries  3  but  from  fome  Obferva- 
tions  I  have  made  of  them,  I  am  inclin’d  to* 
think,  that  they  are  the  greateft  Reftorers  of' 
decay’d  Nature,  fwallow’d  whole  as  they  are,, 

either 
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either  green  or  dry,  and  a  Draught  of  generous 
Wine  to  be  drank  after  them  3  ten  or  a  dozen 
every  Night  at  going  to  Bed. 

The  greateff  Article  of  Convulfions  in  the 
Bills  of  Mortality,  I  take  to  be  of  Infant  Children : 
The  way  of  giving  them  the  Mifletoe  is  as  fol¬ 
lows  >  and  moil  prodigious  things  I  have  feen 
done  by  it. 

4  Take  of  the  Powder  of  Mifletoe,  as  before 
4  diredted,  two  Drams;  Rue  and  Pennyroyal 
4  Water,  of  each  two  Ounces ;  Syrup  ofPionies, 
4  half  an  Ounce  :  Mix  them  together,  and 
4  give  half  a  Spoonful,  as  oft  as  you  can  get 
4  them  to  take  it. 

If  they  cannot  be  got  to  take  it  that  way,  mix 
^  little  of  the  Powder  with  fome  Panada. 

If  they  are  exceedingly  grip’d  and  loofe,  ap¬ 
ply  alfo  the  following  Plaiffer  to  their  Bellies. 

4  Venice-Treacle,  and  Oil  of  Nutmegs  by 
4  Expreffion,  of  each  two  Drams:  mix  them 
4  together,  and  fpread  upon  foft  Leather.’ 

If  the  Loofenefs  continues,  give  the  following 
Glifler. 

4  Diafcordium  made  with  Diacodium  inftead 
4  of  Honey,  a  Dram ;  Powder  of  Mifletoe,  half 
4  a  Dram;  Pennyroyal  Water,  three  or  four 
4  Ounces :  mix  and  make  a  differ,  which  give 
4  warm.’ 

If  they  are  bound,  which  they  rarely  are  when 
they  are  convuls’d,  give  them  a  little  Manna  in 
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fome  of  the  Mifletoe  Julep,  and  if  that  don’t 
open  them,  the  following  Glifter. 

c  Manna,  two  Drams >  Mifletoe  Powder, 
c  half  a  Dram  j  Pennyroyal  W  ater,  three  Ounces  j 
*  Oil  of  Camomile,  two  Drams:  mix  and  make 
c  a  Glifter.’ 

To  Children  of  about  ten  Years  of  Age  may 
be  given  half  a  Dram  of  the  Powder,  with  three 
Grains  of  Afta  Foetida,  three  times  a  Day,  and  a 
Draught  of  the  Infufion  afterwards. 

Men  and  W omen  may  take  a  Dram  of  the 
Powder  with  five  or  fix  Grains  of  Afta  Foetida, 
three  or  four  times  a  day,  according  to  the  Ur¬ 
gency  of  the  Cafe  >  drinking  a  large  Draught  of 
Infufion  afterwards,  and  may  drink  a  Draught 
of  the  Infufion  betwixt  whiles ;  Now  the  ftrong- 
er  the  Infufion  is  made,  the  better  *  fo  that  it  be 
not  made  fo  ftrong  as  to  naufeate  the  Stomach. 

Having  for  a  great  many  Years  feen  the  moft 
convincing  Proofs  of  the  wonderful  Effefts  of 
the  Miftetoe  itfelf,  being  only  gather’d  in  a  pro¬ 
per  time,  and  carefully  dried  and  powder’d }  It 
never  enter’d  into  my  Head  to  make  any  Tryals 
about  extrafting  a  Tinfture  from  it,  tho  I  had 
long  ago  been  convinced  that  its  chief  Excellence 
coniifted  in  its  Birdlime,  which  is  a  moft  wonder¬ 
ful,  t  raft  able,  foft  Refin,  and  I  knew  diiTolva- 
ble  in  Spirit  of  Wine  5  nav,  I  have  given  the 
Birdlime  alone,  join’d  with  fome  proper  Pow¬ 
der  to  make  it  into  Pills,  in  a  deplorable  Cafe, 
with  Succefs. 
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But  fince  the  Tin&ure  has  been  prepar'd, 
which  is  but  a  few  weeks  fince,  I  have  reafon  to 
believe,  from  fome  Obfervations  that  I  have  al¬ 
ready  made,  that  in  particular  extraordinary  Ca¬ 
fes,  join’d  with  a  fmallProportion  of Tincture  of 
Alla  Foetida,  that  it  will  take  place  in  a  iliorter 
time  than  the  Powder  will  do$  but  I  fliall  not 
give  an  Account  of  the  Method  how  to  extradfc 
theTindfure,  till  I  have  had  a  larger  Experience 
of  it. 

However,  both  it,  and  the  Miiletoe  gather’d 
in  due  time,  and  carefully  dried  and  powder’d 
may  be  had  at  Mr.  Shortbofe's  an  Apothecary  o~ 
ver  again  ft  Hungerford  Market,  in  the  Strand , 
and  at  Mr.  Riddle's  an  Apothecary  in  Villars 
Street,  York- Buildings . 

About  the  beginning  of  the  laft  October ,  I 
was  fent  for  to  a  Child  of  about  eight  Years  of 
:jAge,  who  had  the  St.  Vitis's  Dance. 

She  neither  could  ftand  nor  fit  *  her  Hands 
were  in  continual  Motion,  that  fhe  could  not 
ceed  herfelf,  nor  hold  any  thing  in  them  y  her 
-lead  was  continually  thrown  from  fide  to  fide, 
ar  backwards  or  forwards  5  and  her  Speech  en- 
;irely  loft. 

This  was  a  recent  Cafe,  of  not  above  a  Month’s 
landing,  and  by  the  beginning  of  this  prefent 
November  ihe  was  made  perfedtly  well. 

To  prevent  Miftakes,  I  fihall  here  again  give 
.n  account  how  People  may  furnifh  themfelves 
vith  Powder  of  Mifietoe  for  the  whole  Y ear  in 
Yrfedtiom  G  Take 
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Take  of  the  Leaves,  Berries,  tender  Twigs, 
and  the  Bark  of  the  large  Branches,  gather’d 
at  the  latter  end  of  December .  Let  them  be  dri¬ 
ed  over  a  Baker’s  Oven,  which  is  a  mild,  con- 
ftant  and  gentle  Heat.  When  it  is  perfectly 
dried,  let  it  be  put  into  a  Glafs  Jar,  which 
mull  be  cover’d  with  Leather,  or  llopt  with  s 
Cork,  and  kept  in  a  warm  and  dry  Place ,  that 
it  may  not  grow  mouldy. 

Ohferve,  that  its  being  fcorch’d  in  drying 
or  growing  mouldy  after  it  has  been  carefulb 
dried,  renders  it  of  no  value. 

The  Stalks  that  are  preferv’d  for  Infufiomi 
mult,  after  they  are  dried,  be  carefully  kept  in  : 
warm  and  dry  Place. 

Since  this  is  come  out  indue  time,  I  hope,  for 
the  future,  that  I  fhall  find  every  Apothecary* 
Shop  furnifh’d  with  Miiletoe,  gather’d  at  th 
proper  Seafon,  and  dry’d  and  powder’d  accor 
ding  to  Diredfion. 

However,  if  what  I  have  faid  be  difregarded 
and  it  prove  otherwife,  I  have  before  given  a 
account  where  People  may  furnifh  themfelve 
with  it. 

I  had  it  in  my  thoughts  to  have  publifh’d  a 
this  time,  my  Obfervations  upon  the  noble  Qus 
litics  of  fome  other  Ample  Remedies,  viz.  Coch: 
neal,  Virginian  Snake-Root,  and  the  very  coir. 
monHerb  Prunella  >  but  want  of  leifure  has  pre 
vented  it, 
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A  D  IRE CT 10 N  for  the  more  eafy  Propaga¬ 
ting  of  the  Miiletoe  $  from  Mr.  Bradley,  in  his, 
Firft  Part  of  New  Improvements  of  Planting 
and  Gardening.  Page  1  y.  Dublin  Edition . 

THere  is  but  one  fort  of  Plant  that  I  know 
of,  which  feems  to  be  out  of  Danger  of 
coupling  with  other  Sorts,  and  confc- 
quently  of  either  improving  or  diminifhing  the 
Qualities  of  its  Seeds ,  and  that  is  the  Mijletoe  ^ 
the  Parts  of  its  Flowers  are  indeed  as  apt  to  Ge¬ 
neration  as  thofe  of  other  Plants ,  but  1  have 
never  feen  any  Variety  of  this  Plant ,  or  do  I  know 
any  other  nearly  enough  related  to  it  to  engender 
with  it  *  for  whether  we  find  it  growing  upon  the 
Oak ,  Willow^  Lime ,  or  any  other  Free  whatever, 
the  Leaves ,  Flowers  and  Fruit ,  with  its  manner  of 
Growth ,  are  all  alike.  And  fince  I  have  had  Oc- 
cafion  to  mention  it  in  this  Place,  give  me  leave 
to  take  Notice  of  feme  Particularities*  belonging 
to  it,  as  that  it  is  neither  to  be  propagated  in 
Earth  or  Water ,  but  upon  Frees  and  Plants  only. 
The  Ancients  made  it  a  Superplant _ ,  peculiar  to 
the  Oakj  and  tell  us,  that  altho’  it  feemingly  pro¬ 
duced  Seed ,  they  did  not  believe  that  that  Seed 
could  poffibly  be  made  to  vegetate ,  becaufe  I  flip- 
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pole  they  have  try’d  it  in  the  Earth  without 
Succefs.  But  as  it  is  fo  frequently  found  grow¬ 
ing  on  other  Tr ees^  betides  the  Oak,  in  our  Times, 
I  fhall  take  ocation  at  once  to  overturn  their  Opi¬ 
nion  in  relation  to  this  Plants  by  fhewing  how 
it  may  be  propagated  from  Seed  upon  any  Tree  what¬ 
ever.  About  Chriftmris,  when  the  Berries  are  ripe, 
they  may  eafily  be  made  to  flick  upon  the  fmooth 
Bark  of  any  Tree  you  have  a  mind  to  propagate 
them  upon,  whether  it  be  the  Oak^  AJJj^  Elm , 
Apple ,  Pear ,  Plum ,  Rofe,  Goofeherry ,  or  Currant^ 
£cc.  The  Vifcous  Juice ,  which  encompatieth 
eachiSW,  will  bind  it  fail  to  the  Part  you  place 
it  upon*  and  with  this  fmall  trouble  you  may  ex- 
peCt  young  Plants  the  following  Y ear,  provided 
the  Birds  don’t  devour  the  Seeds  you  have  fown, 
therefore  a  Net  would  do  well  to  fecure  them. 
I  have  feen  twenty  Plants  of  Mijletoe  growing 
upon  as  many  different  Sorts  of  Trees  and  Shrubs 
in  one  Garden ,  which  were  propagated  in  the 
fame  manner  I  have  mentioned.  And  I  believe 
it  would  be  very  ufefull  in  correcting  the  too 
great  Vigour  of  home  Fruit-Trees ,  and  bring  them 
to  bear,  by  taking  from  them  the  fuperabnndant 
Juices  which  are  always  deftruCtive  to  Prolificity , 
either  in  Plants  or  Animals . 
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